170                    KELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
posed himself to me, and that he had perfectly the same opinion now of those things which I had before, viz., that a religious life was the only heaven upon earth; but he could go no further, he said, nor could he answer for himself how far such thoughts might carry him, or express to me the particulars that had lain upon his mind about them; and how far what he had said would satisfy me, he did not know. I told him I hoped he did not think I set up for a judge of the particulars ; that my objection before lay against a general contempt of all religion ; that it was my terror to think of marrying an enemy to God, one that had no sense of the common duties we all owe to Him that made us; but that I never expected a confession of faith from him, or any man, in such a case. He told me he thought it required more assurance than he was master of to talk anything of himself that way, at least till there were more intimacy between us; that he thought religious things, talked of in that manner, received an injury from the very discourse, and that it was next door to boasting of them, which was the worst kind of hypocrisy; and if he could say no more of himself but this, he hoped I would take it for a sufficient testimony of the alteration of his thoughts, viz., that he loved me for the honour I paid to religion, and for that steadiness which had made me refuse him before. I told him I saw his difficulty, and that I would abate him the trouble of entering into particulars, which I found he was too modest to relate, and which, however, I was not quite a stranger to; and that I desired we might speak no more of a thing which I knew it was difficult for him to be free in. He blushed as red as fire when I said I was not a stranger to the particulars, which he declined to express, and said not one word for a good while. 1 told him I knew it was a point